Modified LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

Author: Keely Liquori
Date Created: February 6, 2013
Subject(s): Language Arts
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  The Odyssey
Grade Level: 9th
Materials: board, preferably: computer, internet, projector
Summary (and Rationale):  Understanding the concept of hero/epic hero, and eventually how Odysseus is an epic hero
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [2 min]  Name one hero on your paper, can be yours, a famous one, a silly one, but someone who you or society would consider a hero. Ask them to share.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	The student will be able to define an epic hero and how Odysseus is an epic hero. Must answer all three questions on assessment correctly.
Students will connect to art.  Must find or create a picture of an epic hero and explain why they are “hero-like”.  Must have five sentences of explanation.
	3 question quiz:

What is considered a hero in our culture? Give an example.
Answer: someone who saves lives, helps out society.

What is an epic hero?

Answer: a hero that faces extreme circumstances and challenges.  Superhuman abilities, faces supernatural.

How is Odysseus an epic hero?

Answer: Monsters, wars, sirens, impossible situations, many, long; all of the situations we discuss.


State the objective: [1 min]
Assessment: [5 min]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [20 min]
1. Write HERO on the board, ask the students to free associate with connotation or denotations of the word hero to develop a working definition.
2. Show quote: “A hero is someone who has given his or her life to something bigger than oneself.” – Joseph Campbell.

3. Show pictures of heroes in culture: fireman, batman, soldiers raising the flag.
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [20 min]
4. Have students in groups categorize the heroes into different types of heroes our culture has developed. (fireman/soldier, real life)  (parents, provide help and support) (batman, superhuman) (star, idol/admire) many of these intermix.
5. What category does Odysseus fit in?  That is closest to epic hero. (Probably the more dramatic, or superhuman, like batman)  Epic hero definition: a brave and noble character in an epic poem, admired for great achievements or affected by grand events. (supernatural/ super human/ seemingly impossible/ suspend your disbelief)
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 min]
       6.     3 question quiz, above.
VI. Independent Practice: [10 min]
7. Find an example and bring in a picture of a hero in our culture OR draw a picture of Odysseus being an epic hero.  Explain how they are “like” a hero.
STANDARDS:

9-10.RL.1,3,4,6,7
Plans for Individual Differences: 
Includes art, music, visual, discussions, groups, individual.  More advanced class can research hero for a paper, or write a paper about Odysseus.  Lower level can have more examples about heroes and more discussion.
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