Modified LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

Author: Keely Liquori
Date Created: January 28, 2013
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  The Odyssey
Grade Level: 9
Materials: Copy of The Odyssey, something to record thoughts
Summary (and Rationale):  Students will rewrite The Odyssey in a modern context in order to review and analyze the plot.  They will have a better understanding of the plot, characters, and conflict, and see a connection to today’s society.  This way students will also learn from history and culture and better understand human conflicts and condition.   Putting the plot, characters, and conflicts in a different or more relatable context will better promote understanding.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 min] Prerequisite: Students will read the play and discuss literary terms, themes, and issues that relate in class. Review: Discuss main point or character of the play with your group, and if you have ever had a similar experience or encountered someone of the same nature.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	In groups students will use characters and main conflicts from The Odyssey and update them so that they fit in today’s modern society. Must achieve at least 90% on rubric  
Must provide a rewritten (scene or less detailed complete) version of The Odyssey.  They must reasonably explain connections when presenting to the class. This can be written in summary, song, play format, or story board. Must receive at least 90% on rubric.
	Students will have to explain the plot, characters, and conflicts, as well as how they identify with modern versions.  Rubric: 6 points total: 2 points for characters (1 for character, 1 modern representation/modification), 4 points for plot (2 for points for all main parts, 2 points for modern representation/modification)




State the objective: above [ 2 min ]
Assessment: rubric [n/a] quiz [30 min.]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5-10 min]  Instructions, separate into groups, All the previous information including reading and discussion. Example of updating: lion king is hamlet.  Situational would be Romeo and Juliet in the tower scene converted to teens on the phone “you hang up, no you hang up.”
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [65 min] On the board brain storm characters (odysseus Penelope) and their traits (greedy, compassionate), places (ithica, greece, troy, agean sea), conflicts (brothers fighting), themes (love, war, greed), and five different stages of the plot (beginning, middle, end/ ship launch, sirens, fight). Come up with a modernized example of each one. In groups update the characters (names etc), at least three of their traits, the places gone have to be modern places, conflicts have to be made modern but still have the same basic conflict, same with the themes and plots. Example: Odysseus=Sean, greed over village, spirits,or power, could be greed in the family business or the amount of singing in a boy band.  As long as the same themes and motivations are there. They could be trying to get to a concert, have obstacles.  Two have conflict, one has a girlfriend at home, and they have a rival boy band.  Get into groups and work on a modernized version.
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [20 min] Ask them to explain the connection as the present their rewrites to the class.
VI. Independent Practice: [30 min] 
Quiz Option/ homework: Answer short answer about each plot element, major conflicts, and characters, or a one page essay on the plot, characters, and their connection to modern day issues.  Essay prompt: Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme and how that is similar to today’s problems or the problems in your rewrite.
Quiz:

1. Identify the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution of The Odyssey. (ship, sirens, fight, coming home, makeup)
2. Discuss two major conflicts. ( love and war)
3. List three traits of three characters. (see above)
STANDARDS: 
9-10.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

9-10.RL.3 Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

9-10.RL.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

9-10.RL.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

9-10.SL.1.1-4 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Plans for Individual Differences: 
Absent can rewrite separate, no performance

High level, more detailed, pictures, maps, prices

Lower level, basic outline of plot and character conflict

student can work alone, can incorporate song to explain the modern journey, can write it in a story, draw it on a story board, can make it in a moviemaker program, act it out or make figurines
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